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28 August, 1917. 


To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Trustees 
of the Public Library: 


The United States War Department has asked the American 
Library Association, and through the Association the libraries of 
the country, to furnish and maintain public libraries for National 
Army Camps, National Guard Camps, Officers' Training Camps, Avia- 
tion Camps, etc., with their hundreds of thousands of young men. 


The Secretary of War has appointed the following Library 
War Council: Frank A. Vanderlip, Chairman, Asa G. Candler, P. P. 
Claxton, J. Randolph Coolidge, Jr., Mrs. Josiah EH. Cowles, John H. 
Finley, James A. Flaherty, E. T. Stotesbury, Theodore N. Vail and 
Harry A. Wheeler. 


As Division Director appointed by the War Council, it is 
my privilege to ask your Board of Trustees and Librarian to serve 
as a Local War Library Council with authority to add to your number 
ten or more prominent men and women of the community; to appoint 
such officers as may be necessary, (a secretary, a publicity direc- 
tor, a treasurer, etc.), in order to forward the nation-wide cam- 
paign for money and books to be held during the week of September 
24th, 1917. Emphasis will be given to the collection of money 
rather than books for this particular week. Will you please call 
at your earliest convenience a meeting of your Board in order that 
organization and work may be begun at once. It is suggested that 
the librarian serve as local treasurer; that checks be received 
made out to his or her order, and that checks and cash contributions 
be deposited in local banks so that at the end of the campaign one 
check can be forwarded to the proper headquarters. 


It is the intention to raise in the United States a fund 
of one million dollars. To secure this amount, the inhabitants of 
each city and town are asked to give as a minimum an amount equiva- 
lent to five per cent. of its population; thus a city of ten thousand 
inhabitants should give at least five hundred dollars. Massachusetts 
leads in libraries and books and the authorities at Washington look 
to us to maintain not only the prestige of the Commonwealth but to 
aid materially other sections of the country less fortunate in 
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libraries and wealth. All camp libraries are to be equally equipped 
and administered and Massachusetts men in service will find the 
best library facilities in whatever part of the country it may be 
their fortune to be quartered. Later, if necessary, libraries will 
be established overseas for the men of America, 


The incalculable value of suitable books for soldiers has 
been definitely established, not only abroad but in the home camps 
where up to the present they have been in charge of the Y.M.C.A. or 
Other associations as a side issue. Experience has shown that good 
camp libraries serve as a preventive and counteraction for dissipa- 
tion of all kinds. It is submitted that if libraries play their 
part in this camp3ign they will be recognized as never before as & 
power for good, 


The Free Public Library Commission of Massachusetts, the 
Executive Committee of the Massachusetts Library Club and prominent 
Massachusetts librarians and trustees are giving every encourage- 
ment to the movement. 


A New England War Library Conference will be held under 
the direction of the Massachusetts Library Club and the Free Public 
Library Commission at the Boston Public Library on Tuesday, Septem- 
ber llth. You will be advised as to the program. Circulars, let- 
ters, etc., relating to the campaign and publicity methods will be 
sent your Board from time to time, but since the week of September 
24th, the week of the campaign for money, is so near at hand I urge 
your serious and immediate consideraticn of this fine opportunity 
for your library to help provide Soldiers' Libraries. I beg that 
you will have your library represented at the Boston meeting, and 
trust you will forward organization plans this week. 


Respect om hy 


rwohe | (oh. 


Division Director, 
Chairman, Public Library Commission, 
Librarian, Boston Public Library. 
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